STYLE SHEET FOR AUTHORS
Diritto penale contemporaneo – Rivista trimestrale welcomes unedited papers on topics of
current interest to the international community of law scholars and practitioners.
The journal publishes articles in Italian, Spanish, English, French, German and
Portuguese. Each article must be accompanied by a title and an abstract (limited to
1,000 characters including spaces) in the same language as the submission. It is within
the remit of the author to add a subtitle, again in the same language as the article. The
editorial board will, in agreement with the author, provide a translation in Italian,
Spanish and English of the title, any subtitle and the abstract. Please indicate authorship
and an email address to which readers can send comments. In the acknowledgements
please be sure to thank all those who have contributed any considerations culminating in
the final work.
The paper must be divided into numbered paragraphs (1, 2, 3 etc.) each with a separate
subheading. It is at the discretion of the author to breakdown the text further into
numbered subparagraphs (1.1, 1.2, 1.3 etc.; 2.1, 2.2., 2.3 etc.), again each with a
separate subheading. Italics must be used throughout for words that are in a language
different (including Latin) to that of the article. Italics may likewise be used to give
emphasis to certain expressions or words. Bold font is not permitted.
At the end of each paper, a full reference list of all sources cited, in alphabetical order
according to the (first) author’s name, must be included. In the footnotes, please only
use abbreviated references indicating; i) the surname or surnames of the author (in
SMALL CAPS), followed by the initial of any forenames only where more than one author
cited shares the same surname; ii) the year of publication of the work (followed by a
letter in lowercase in alphabetical order where more than one article is cited by the same
author in the same year); iii) the page or pages cited. In the case of works with two
authors, the surnames of both authors joined by ‘and’ should be indicated in the
footnotes. Meanwhile, in the case of works with three or more authors, simply indicate
the first author followed by “et al.”.

Footnote examples:
DWORKIN (1986), p. 228
DWORKIN (1986), pp. 228-240
If both Ronald Dworkin and Gerald Dworkin have their works cited in the paper, the
reference will read as follows:
DWORKIN R. (1986), p. 228
If two or more works are cited by the same author and published in the same year e.g.
Ronald Dworkin, 1986, the reference will read as follows:
DWORKIN (1986a), p. 228
In the case of co-authored works, the reference will read as follows:
DWORKIN R. and DWORKIN G. (1986), p. 228
DWORKIN et al. (1986), p. 228

In the full reference list at the end of the submission complete bibliographical
information relating to each entry should be shown as follows:
1. Author’s surname or surnames (in SMALL CAPS) and forename (in roman type); in the
case of two authors, separate surnames with “and”; in the case of three or more authors,
use a comma between surnames.
2. Year of publication (in parentheses). In the case of a number of publications by the
same author in the same year, the year of the first publication will be followed by a
small letter “a”; the year of the second will be followed by a small letter “b”; etc.
3. Title of the entry:
-

for a book, please cite the complete title in italics

for a chapter of a collective volume, please cite the complete title of the work
which must be in double quotation marks and in roman type
for an article from a journal cite the complete title of the article in double
quotation marks and in roman type
4. Place of publication
-

for a book: town and publisher (in parentheses)

for a chapter of a collective volume; i) surname or surnames of the editor; ii)
name or names of the editor (in the case of more than one editor please apply the terms
supra, 3) followed by “eds.” in parentheses; iii) title of the volume (in italics); iv) town
and publisher (in parentheses); v) first page and last page of the chapter;
for an article from a journal; i) name of the journal in full (in italics); ii) volume
and/or issue (if it does not coincide with the year, and if the page is not sufficient to
identify the article); iii) first page and last page of the article.

Full Reference List Examples:
DWORKIN, Ronald (1986): Law’s Empire (Cambridge, Harvard University Press)
GARCÍA AMADO, Juan Antonio (2007): “Derechos y pretextos. Elementos de crítica del
neoconstitucionalismo”,
in
CARBONELL,
Miguel
(editor):
Teoría
del
neoconstitucionalismo (Madrid, Trotta), pp. 237-264
RAZ, Joseph (1972): “Legal Principles and the Limits of Law”, Yale Law Journal, 81,
pp. 823-854
PALAZZO, Francesco (2017): “Crisi del carcere e cultura di riforma”, Diritto penale
contemporaneo – Rivista trimestrale, 4, pp. 4-11
HABERMAS, Jürgen (2001): Facticidad y validez. Sobre el derecho y el estado
democrático de derecho en términos de teoría del discurso (trad. Jiménez Redondo,
Madrid, Trotta)
DOMÍNGUEZ BENAVENTE, Ramón, DOMÍNGUEZ ÁGUILA, Ramón y DOMÍNGUEZ
HIDALGO, Carmen (1996): “Comentarios de jurisprudencia”, Revista de Derecho de la
Universidad de Concepción, 199, pp. 179-183

For any citations to case law, please apply the standards used in the country of the
judicial body cited. Examples: C. cost., sent. n. 31/2012; STS 54/2008M; BGHSt 34,
126; 322 U.S. 694 (1944); [1978] AC 547.
Likewise for any reference to legislation, please apply the standards used in the country
or in the international organisation that the citation refers to.

